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side, It wasnot without loss that the allied
squadron assisted in this combined and con-
centrated attack,

For the Journal,

Magxoria, Harrison Co., lowa,
October 16, 1854,

Mr. Crark—Dear Sir,—After my best re-
gpects to you, I will inform you that we are
nrlewell at present, and hope that these few
lines may find you in like favorable circum-|of the Ville de Paris, the flag ship.
stances, I promised to write to you, but|memnon, bearing the flagof Sir Edmund Ly-
liave delayed it thus far to have something | ons, had suffered severely, and the Reuibu-
to write, and hardly know where to begin
now. away, |

I went through Perrysburg, March 14th, on|no account ; but the Russians confess to
my way to Iowa, and landed at Kanesville, five hundred killed, including Admiral Kor-|
on the Missouri river, the last day of March, nileff”
and had a very pleasant trip. [ came by| It will be seen from the above that these
railroad from Toledo to Rock Island, then successive reports refer to the assault of
came by wagon the remainder of the way. which we had the Russian statement, per|
1 came through Scott, Muscatine, Johnson, last steamer from Europe, -
lowa, Poweshiek, Jagper, Polk, Dallas, Guth-| Summing up these dispatches, the London
rie, Adair, Cass and Potawatamie counties, Times says, editorily, * weare still without |

three days.

and settled within one mile and a half of the means of adding any fact of importance |

Magnolia, the county seat of Harrison coun- |to the intelligence previously received from |
ty, 40 miles from Council Blufi’ City, The the seat of war. The dispatch forwarded by |
eastern counties surpass everything for good Lord Westmoreland on the 27th, had been
country I ever saw, The country lays voll-|six days on the road from Varna to Vienna,
ing, is fertile, with plenty of good water all|and it conveys a very incomplete notion of
the way into Dallas county; from there it|the operations which commenced on the |
is more broken. Timber is very scarce ex-|17th.  Storeships of the Frenchand English
cept through Polk county, where it is more squadrons, including Admiral Hamelin's
plenty. This county is more hilly than the flag-ship, the Ville de Paris, and Admiral
eastern, but timber is the plentiest of any Lyon's flag-ship, the Agamemnon, undoubt-
part of the state I have seen, and the prairies edly took part in the first attack, and the|
ard very fertile and easily cultivated, and combined squadrons lost about three hundred |
produce good crops of all kinds. Crops are men, in killed and wounded ; but we are
very good this season, wheat will average left to conjecture the duration and real effict
from 20 to 30 bushels per acre, corn 60, oats of this engagement, Unfortunately, th

60. and potatoes all you want to dig. official Tt‘i'.';:-\l'i-tlhhic dispatches, on which]

This is a pleasant country to live in; the alone reliance can be placed, are so unskill-
air is very pure and clear; you can see an fully framed, that they rather inerease than
object 15 miles as plainly as you can 3 or 4 diminish the uneertainty under which we|
on the prairies in Wood eounty. It is very labor, and we mwust wait for the arrival of
healthy, we had no sickness liere this season. our own correspondence and dispatehes,”
This country is well adapted for raising! Private information leads us to suppose
stock of all kinds. The wild grass is better that the *quarantine battery” reported to
quality than I ever saw east. As for game, have been destroyed by the French, was nu
there are some deer and elk, and the bottoms earthwork which the Russians threw up du-|
abound with geese, ducks and brant, and the ring the 10th, 11th, and 12th of October, and|
water is prolific with fish, such as buffalo, from which they threw shell, with annoying !
pickerel, pike and cat; the cat grow very eflect, into the French trenches.
large; I caught them myself that weighed
176 pounds. The =0il is composed of a black
limestone loam. Wild fruits are very plen-
ty, such as plums, gooseberries, raspberries, |
strawberries, and they grow much larger
than they do in the east.

We have had the pleasantest fall I ever
gsaw. We had no frost till the 10th of Oc-
tober, and but little since.

Yours, &e.

Russians say that no Damage was Dunc.].

The Russian embassy at Vienna had re-
ceived a dispatch dated from Czernovitz,
morning of 28th October, stating that the
bombardment of Sebastopol was carried on
vigorously to the 20th, but without much
amage to the defences. {

Also from Odessa, October 25th, saving,!
|* the bombardment of Sebastopol was con-
tinued up v the 23d, but nothing decisive
e " at

had occurred.
The War. The Russian official statement reads thus:

T'he Siege of Sebastopol— The White Tower “ St, Petersburg, Oct, 26,—Prince Menschi-

blown up by the British— Quarantine Fort koff writes under date of the night of the

silenced by the French, '20th—-We return the fire of the enemy

Some impression has at length been made With success. The damage caused to the
on the brsieged fortress—how much may be fortifications is trifling. The fire from the
learned from the following dispatches: (enemy’s ships has not been renewed. A part

The Paris Moniteur publishes: ¢ A letter of our reserve has arrived, and the remainder
from Varna, dated Oct. 21, says that the 18 expected.’
fire of the allied land batteries was opened A Breach Effected.
at half past one o'clock on the 17th against| The Paris Moniteur of the 30th confirms
Sebastopol. At the same time the ullied|previous intellizence by saying: “ A letter
fleets attacked the forts at the entrance of | fiom Varna informs us thata French steam-
the port; the English those at the left and op \which left the Crimea on the 2lst, con-
the French those on the right. The English frys the news respecting the destruction of
blew up the outer fortifications on the left,| (1,0 o outer forts of Sebastopol, Moreover,
(thisis supposed to mean * the white tower,’) | the land batteries had made a breach, The
while the 1"“""‘31‘ silenced the quarantine | 4]lied armies were only waiting for the open-
fort on the right. ling of a second breach in order to make the

Fropm Vienna, 28th October. “ Lord | zedyule”
Westmoreland received a dispateh yesterday,|
according to which the guns of the two
forts, at the entrance to the harbor of Scbas-
topol, were dismounted by the artillery of
the allied fleets. The allies had about one
hundred and five men wounded, and one-
third that number killed.”

From Vienna, Sunday, 20th October.—
“The Fremden Blatt, newspaper, yesterday
received news of date 19th, from the Cri- a French battery of eleven guns and eight
inen. It was said that the ships discontinu-!mortars had been destroyed. Lord Clanri-
¢d the bombardment because the battery and  carde’s son, Lord Dunkellin, was taken priso-
quarantine fort, at which they fired, was ner.
silenced. The loss on the part of the allies. Michael and Nicholas, youngest sons of
was nearly ninety.” the Czar, arrived at Odessa on the 15th.—

From the camp before Sebastopol, Octo-|Thence they would proceed, in the course of
ber 19, it is said: ** As accounts leave, the|a day or two, to Kaischenofl, Prinee Gorts-
French have silenced the quarantine battery, chikoff’s head quarters, in onler to take ac.
and continue their attncks :4;,:ui1|.;l fort Alex- tive service in the army. Previous to their
ander, and the loopholed walls that defend |leaving St. Petersburgh a solemn religious
the town of S:bastopol on the southwestern service waz held in presence of thirty-five

Jostan Crom,

S.ln‘_'c‘r'-t.wfui Sartie o-.\" the }a’it-».u'rm.w.

According 1o a Russian official dispatch,
published in the Kreuz Zeitung, dated St.
Petersburgh, October 28, the siege continued
uninterruptedly up to the 23d; the foriifi-
calions had suffered but litile, The attack
from the sea had not been rencwed. 'Th
Russians had made a suecessful gortie, and
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tion, Capt. Drummond, had a mast slmt[
Of the casualtics on laad we have|

courage or skill can avail,
. u

e __

= g

thousand of the army ; the Czar, his suns,‘

and the troops knelt on the field and invoked

They lost altogether one|the blessing of Heaven on their arms. Alex-
hundred killed and two hundred wounded in |
An aid-de-camp of the French | Constantine is the only son now remaining
Admiral was struck by a shell on the deck|
The Aga-|

ander is at Warsaw with the guards, and

with the Czar,
The Baltie,

Most of the French ships have reached
home. The British ships are yet cruising.

Ostentatious preparations are making in
England for the siege of Cronstadt, which,
it is stated, will be the first act of the spring
campaign. The British war department heg
ordersd the construction of 120 guu-boats,
carrying each two heavy guns, aud of 40
floating batteries, carrving each 70 guns—
total, 2,800 guns—to be ready by the open-
ing of navigation in the spring.  The French
are likewise making preparations,

There is & rumor—but it comes from
Stoekliolin—that the Baluc fleet will, next
spring, be under the command of Siv Edmund
Lyons.

Napicr is too sick to leave his ship,

S f;(h"i'fru; i
sidered
crs
cholera among the allicd trooy
of the garrison {
I;Frrt——.-lu'.’;‘rr Joree n_,’ the U -.'I";__rrw
the same, §-¢., §¢

[London Times correspondent.]

Coxnsranmiyopre, Oot, 12.—The seeming
tardiness of the operutions agamst S:basto-
pol disappoints the large number who, from
a state of tlt.",lr-'_-rlil.t and '.;'.ullm_\ foreboding,

Al 1 s ¢ ] - h » "
The chaneces of rediucing tl con-
.’a‘,‘.':;:"}!f.‘-t 5 H'.."’.' J'f ..!"‘: Hhie ’if N Fa

have to contend=—"The havoe of the
—Shren il
sunposed to 15.000
L A b

ahont

[Usst d into the Opposiie #Xireme | fexulta
tion after the battle of When the
first encounter with the encmy t
in such brilliant and decisive success, there
was a general expectation that the ecad of
the C:ur.-!-ui_'u would not long be delayed ;
and atter it became known that the enemy
had retreated past two strong positions whicl
lie between the first battle-field and the
W;l“s of S--Tlaﬁttlin:i, the hlllrlllb’:'-l discour-
agoment and terror of theenemy strengthened
the anticipations of suceess,

But though the allies have notling to re-
gret in the course of events as yet, and
though the capture of the Russian strong-
hold 1s as certain as any military event can
be, yet, as all men with any experience of
war declared beforchand, the attack on such
a place cannot be made without due prepa
ration, or success attained without serious
loss.

The chief enemy is one against which no
Sickness
continues its ravages, The effuctive
infantry does not now execed sixteen thou
thousaud men. The probable loss in our
part of the invading force from cholera, fo-

erminated

s
s111
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:.l.lrl!;

ver, and the sword of the encmy 15 about
five thousand men, since the expedition
sailed. Not, indeed,

that such a nuwmber are
dead, but there so many disabled by
wounds, anl weakened by disvase, that the
force of the army is lessened by nearly a
fifth,

Lord Raglan is seriously hindered by th
presence of so large a train of sick, and is
desirous to send them ont of the country as
fast as possible. 1 montioned some time
since that mauy of those at Scutari were
deemed convalescent, and sufficiently recov-
ered for actual service, A few davs later
two steamers {ull of them were sent up to
the Crimea; the men were in good spirits,
and except that they were a littde pale,
seemed to have perfectly recovercd from their
late prostration. Bat the resalt has proved
how little fit any but the strongest and most
healthy 1 n are to bear the hardships which
the army have to undergo; and how vain it
15 to trliil the appearsnee of 1 l"r\n'r:‘ when
the malady has been of so depressing a kind
as Bnlgarian fever or army dysentery,  Three
fourths of the men were found unfit for any
service whatever; meny of themm fell il]
Wil]liu i (lil_\' or Lwo ;1f:l'l‘ .~C'1Eitl_{ font on
shore ; and they are now swelling the sick
list in the year of the uriny, and to no small
extent hampering its operations, while they
spread  discouragement and appreliension
among those who rémain untouched, The
loss of the French is saill not to ba propor-
tiopally to our osvn ; but the truth eannot
be known with accuracy, tor the French
officers are very secret in all that concerns
the internal economy of the forces under

B

their command, and the separation of the
(two armies precludes all facilities of obser-
vation,

The allies have now about two hundred
gnns in position, and in a few days opera-
[tions may be expected to commence, Two
jgreat difliculties are spoken of as likely to
deluy success or cause it to be more dearly
Epltrrh:tsu-.l. It is imluls-.-;ihlr' to attack the
place by regular sicge operations, for the
earth on every side of Sehastopol 15 found
to ba liss than a foot iy o prh; in some

plac=g the solid roek is anly four inches be-

tow the surface,  This quite disposes of the
i gtion of ]hll'-r‘.!:'t-'. sigzaps, and all the
netvering technicalities which come under
the e of rezular approsches, It only re-
matns to batter the wall and forts at a long
vange, and theon to carry the place by assanlt.
However, littls s lost by the himpossibility
OFf pros2enting aoregaiar stepee for tl s no
foubt that at this seazon of the year such
Jrstions W Lexten vera tern ton ong
to be ventured on with safety to the expe-
ditton,  Th cond difficulty consists in the
faet of the ground bei; hivided by ravines,

<0 that the tn ops mard -j;l'_: up to the assaule
will be separated, aud the diffsrent bodies
i '.:?‘lt" t0 ri I.J. r oas=i=iunce 10 eod ]i T"'[J'I' —
I'tie English, swho are in the post of honor,

istanee from there ships, an

their artiblery and = ipplhies
over a rocky road, swill have

They hold the summit of

it S0 miies
wiio have to drae
i L] |9

rennm i"]lh\lni\"l

he hedest task.

voridge, and at a long range can fire with
=otne eilvet on the Russian outworks, but as
hey deseend the stope their foree 15 broken
tuto two or three parts, while th ¥ Bre ex-
posed to a fire similar to that which destroy-
] s many hrave men at Alma,

The Freneli and Turks, on the Left, will be
less exposed, and thete efforts will be proba-

bly directed to make a breach wn the wall
which secures the westorn gule of S«basto
pol.  The labor of our atlivs has a3 vet been

fur inferior toour own.  The French rest on
Cape Chersonese, and are within three miles
of their ships, in a position where they may,
tndeed, suller from the fire of the garrison,
bhut ars protected from the attuck of the
Russian army which holds the field. 1t is
now ascertained that eight Russian ships
have been sunk at the entrance of the
bay. They are in two lines, the sccond line
covering the imterstices of the first. The
bay at the point where they lie isabout seven
hundead vards across, so that the entrance is
f-the-line, though
aohtain

trance, the more soas the masts of the sunk-
3 I still indicate their position. At
the head of the harbor, which runs up 1o
the cast of the town, o la lime-of-battle-
",i['n———l'ru"'.s!-'.:.' the Twelve _\I..»-.:E
nied can be used as a bactery, bt
thers can be no doubt that it will be speed i ¥y
lestroyed by the fire of the English guns,—
They have established asteam ferry between
the town and the north side of the oy, by
which they can be reinforeed by the :-r-mg-\-
marched down from the laterior, or retreat
whien the town is no longer tenable,  The
arrival of Luders 35 now snnounced as cer-
tatn, and report savs that Gortschakoflf him-
sell is present, either in Sebastopol or with
the army which is to operate in the field.—
‘['.‘i-' f’.'ln-";ul].:i illlll".tl’ o be '.\-':1 pru\'i-lnl
with ammunition. They every now amd
then fire a shot at the allies, but from the
great distance, this llr.-rll!{ll‘}' wvarfare lias
Htile eflveet,

Asto the strength of the garrison, all pre-
tense at accurate conjeeture must be vain ;
but the information given by deserters, as
well as the obzervation of British officers,
leads to the belief that the Russian soldicrs

1

tFretandly barre Lt -‘_..im

amers might maniee 10 i er-
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within the town and its outworks amount
o nearly 40.000 men,  Besides these there
are the 10,000 sailors of the flept, all of

whom have been taken out of their s}lipf- to
man the batterd S. Hlll;!; a foree |||il,;}|I, in
feed, defend the place for months, if actuated
" ‘h courage and funaticism as inspired
the Tarks at Silistria, It 1s about thrice as
great as is actually required by the extent of
the fortifications, and' might perhaps create
only confusion and panie if erowded togeth-
er within the limits of the town. But a
third of it is probably kept on the northern
shore of the hu)', to be hrull;ﬂh! into use as
the necessities of the defence demand, Tt
would be of great importagee to stop this
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